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RE: We Could Use More of Jerry Garcia’s Politics (online July 20; in print July 24, 2025) 

To the Editor: 

I am a boomer and a child of the 1960s, not quite a Deadhead, though I like some Dead music 

very much. So on the whole I get the sentiment expressed in Jim Newton’s essay. But even Jerry 

Garcia appreciated clean water when he turned the taps, a flushing toilet that took waste away 

and that traffic lights and walk signs at intersections were (for the most part) obeyed. 

So while it’s true that the scene in San Francisco in the 1960s promoted “a self-contained, self-

regulating community,” it is a myth to argue that it was “largely beyond the reach of state and 

federal authorities.” Then, as now, the ever-present question is: What is the appropriate role for 

government in our lives? 

Harvey M. Jacobs 

Rochester, N.Y. 
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